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widespread divergence of view, and which deeply affect Chapter
the popular interest. The most important cases in    	'
which this step has been taken affect questions of con-
trol and prohibition of the liquor traffic, an issue which
always divides deeply popular opinion. In Canada the
question came to a height during the war as a result in
part of the contemporaneous prohibition movement in
the United States, and for a period popular referenda
resulted in a regime of prohibition throughout the
Dominion, save in Quebec. After the war the tide flowed
in the opposite direction; by referendum after referen-
dum the provinces affirmed their decision to prefer
state regulation, the more rigid rule being almost by
1931 extinguished throughoutthe country. In Australia,
on the other hand, referenda in the States on the issue
showed a resolute determination not to deprive the
populace of the pleasures of alcohol whether in modera-
tion or otherwise. New Zealand likewise has had to
make prohibition a matter of local option, and in its
• wider aspect of periodic referenda which have so far
failed, with increasing decision of late, to effect com-
plete prohibition, though that was nearly achieved
under war conditions. The other topic which has been
thought specially fitted for such treatment is that of
religious education in the schools, and a certain success
has attended the effort thus to inculcate officially the
principles of Christianity into the children of Queens-
land. Still less use has been made of the initiative and
referendum, as will be seen later. The general tendency
of ministers in the Dominions as in the United King-
dom is to prefer to keep issues under normal Parlia-
mentary control and to seek authority in the multi-
farious appeals made at a general election.

